[Expression and significance of Fas and FasL protein in squamous cell carcinoma of larynx].
To investigate the expression of Fas and FasL protein in squamous cell carcinoma of larynx (LSCC) and to evaluate its clinical significance. Using immunohistochemical method SABC, we studied the expression of Fas and FasL protein in 42 cases of paraffin-embedded LSCC tissues and in 10 cases of normal laryngeal tissues. The positive rates of Fas and FasL were compared with the pathological grade, clinical stage and cervical lymph node metastasis of LSCC. The positive rates of Fas and FasL protein staining were 47.6% and 64.3% in 42 cases with LSCC, while they were 90.0% and 20.0% in the normal laryngeal tissues(P < 0.05) respectively. Fas was not related to the tumor grade and tumor stage (P > 0.05). However, Fas was significantly related to the metastasis(P < 0.05). On the other hand, FasL was positively related to the tumor grade, clinical stage and the metastasis(P < 0.05). No significant correlation has been noted between Fas and FasL. The results suggest that the aberrant expression of Fas and FasL is closely related to the genesis and progression of LSCC. Fas and FasL might be a predictor for the prognosis of LSCC.